Clinical implications of anatomic variations of the splenic artery.
An aberrant course of the proximal splenic artery was observed in nine of 26 adult cadavers dissected for mapping of the lesser omentum. Such an aberrant course makes the artery vulnerable to iatrogenic injury. In view of this relatively high prevalence of splenic artery aberration, it is suggested that surgeons operating in the area of the lesser omentum should keep in mind the possibility of its occurrence and the dangers that it may present.